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‘ This publication Is propared for regional specialists in the Wash'ngton com-
munity by the USSR - Eastern Europe Division, Office of Current Intol-
ligence, with occasional contributions from other offlces within tho

, Dirautorate of intelligegnce. Comments and queries are welcome. They should
be directed to tho authors of the individual articles.
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Another Cominformist Affair

Belgrade's discovery of a new Cominformist plot
will heighten Yugoslav suspicions of the Soviet Union
and weould again cast a pall over relations with Mos-
cow,

Belgrade announced on Sunday that seven persons
from Tuzla, in Bosnia-Hercegovina, have been arrested
for "Stalinist-Cominformist™ activities against the
state. This is the¢ second Cominformist case in less
than a year. ZLast April, 32 Cominformists were ar-
rested and later convicted for organizing an illegal
Communist party ir Monteneqro. The subversive party,
which was supported by Moscow, based its legitimacy
on the allegation that Tito had abandoned the revolu-
tion when he broke with Stalin in 1948,

Few detalls have been revealed about those cur-
rently under arrest, but the description of their
crimes implies that they may be supporters of Aleksandr
Rankovic, Tito's former heir apparent who was purged
in 1960C.

The announcement of the arrests may have been
timed to take some of the sting out of the conviction
of Mihajlo Mikajlov, a dissident political writer
whose case has been championed by many influential
Western newspapers. Publicizing the Cominformist
arrests provides Belgrade the means to undercut West-
ern press charges that the Mihajlov case and recent
measures against other liberal dissidents signal that
Tito is "returning to Stalinism."
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Belgrade's propaganda has repeatedly asserted
that the ¥Yngoslav Cominformists draw most of their
support from abroad. Only last week the Yugoslavs

attacked Bulgaria for allegedly harboring notorious
pro-Soviet exiles, 25X1
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East German Foreign Minister's Travels

. : Oskar Fischer, East Germany's newiy appointed
foreign minister, has just completed a round of "get
acquainted" wvisits to the USSRk, Poland, Czechoslo-

. vakia, and Bulgaria.

In addition to paying proper obeisance to Mos-
cow and reciting the standard formula on international
issues, the communiques issued after each visit have
called for "full" or "consistent" implementation by
Bonn of the various treaties the West flermans have
signed with the "socialist countries,” and for "gtrict
compliance” with the 1971 Quadripartite Agreement.
This last point may have received more than the usual
attention because ©f recent Soviet and East German
charges that the establishment of an office of the

European Community i Berlin viciates the Quadri-
partite Agreement The 25X1
Polish and Czechoslovak documents contal ecial

admonition against aony West German attempts to inter- 25X1
fere in Pankow's relations with third countries--a di-
25X1 rect reference to the politically delicate question of

delineating East and West German citizenship

Fisher's first visit was to Moscow, a week after
hic appointment on January 20. Hungary was not in-
cluded in Fischer's tour, perhaps because Hungarian
leaders are preparing for their party congress later
this month. Hungarian Foreign Minister Puja, however,
arrived in East Berlin on lounday to complete the round
of consultations between Fischer and East Germany's
orthodox allies.
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